
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” –Nelson Mandela         
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The Worth of Getting More Education/Training after High School 

 

 

People with more education earn more money and are less likely to be unemployed.  

 

Source: Unemployment and earnings for full‐time wage and salary workers age 25 and over, 
by educational attainment, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2007 

 
 
 

Expected lifetime earnings 

Professional degree $4.4 million 

Doctoral degree $3.4 million 

Master's degree $2.5 million 

Bachelor's degree $2.1 million 

Associate's degree $1.6 million 

Some college $1.5 million 

High school graduate $1.2 million 

Non-high school graduate $1 million 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
 

 


